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Men’s Superintendence (Qiwamah) of Women:

Facts of Jurisprudence and Fallacies

Mohammed Abdul Magsood Hassan Dawood.

Department of Comparative Jurisprudence, Faculty of
Shari‘ah and Law, Al-Azhar University, Damanhour, Egypt.
Email: mohameddawood@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The present research tackles the concept of men’s superintendence
of women, especially a husband’s superintendence of his wife, its
importance for the stability of the family with evidence of its
legitimacy and its rationale. The study indicates the origin of
superintendence in the Islamic Shari‘ah, its authorization by
scholars, and its effects. The study also touches on the husband’s
duties towards his wife and the wife’s duties towards her husband,
the fallacies made about this superintendence, and a clarification
of the truth about it. Such fallacies include denying the husband’s
right to superintendence, claiming that it restricts women’s
freedom, insults their dignity, and abolishes their identity, acting
as guardianship over women and a way to dominate them.
Keywords: superintendence — stability of a family — husband’s

duties — wife’s duties.
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